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ment as you allege. But I have found Danial to be a wise
and skilful man, who has delivered me from an affliction,
wherein you have failed, despite of all your acuteness and
intelligence. I have placed the reins of the government
into his hands for the benefit of the high and low, and for
the good of the commonwealth.' The grandees, however,
repeated their insinuations, and continued: (This Esr&ilite
pretends to have a God who is aware of hidden things and
concealed mysteries.' Bakhtanassar replied: ' Yes, such
is his opinion!', They said: ' If thou wilt allow, we shall
make a god for thee, superior to his, who will inform thee
about all things, and aid thee in all matters,' Bakhta-
nassar rejoined: ' If you really can accomplish what you
pretend, I have no objection/ Therefore those fools
assembled workmen to construct a broad and high idol of
various metals, and placed a golden diadem encrusted with
precious stones on its head. They also lit a great fire, and
compelled the people to adore the idol,142 and whoever
refused to do so was thrown into the flames, so that on the
said occasion many of the children of Esrail, who were
prisoners in that country, perished. A certain day was
appointed for a festival to bring offerings and make sacri-
fices ; and, according to a tradition, Danifil, the son of
Hazqil, was, with three other men of the family of Denial
the Greater, on that occasion thrown into the fire without
the knowledge of Bakhtanassar. When the latter, how-
ever, looked from the terrace of his residence towards the
said fire, he caught sight of five persons sitting in that
dreadful place, but one of them had wings like a bird,
wherewith he was fanning his companions. At the sight
of this portentous spectacle the king was completely over-
powered by fear, and shouted to the men to come out from
the fire, whereon the four men issued from it unscathed,
and presented themselves to Bakhtanassar, who asked
them about the person who had fanned them when they
were in the fire. Denial replied: f He was an angel sent
by the Omnipotent Nourisher for the purpose of guarding
142 Daniel, ch. iii.